
Park, and the historical 

museum are, likewise, 

depicted in three-

dimensional sculpting, in 

the inaugural coin. 
 

The new coin as well as 

last year’s coin are availa-

ble at the museum, 25 

Vine St., and local retail-

ers for a $20 donation. Pro-

ceeds support the museum 

and society programs.  
 

The museum’s season opens 

Friday, June 5. Operating hours 

are Fridays, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., 

and Saturdays, 1 to 4 p.m. 

Coins are also available by 

calling 814-881-3997. 

The 250th anniversary of 

the United States is salut-

ed in the North East His-

torical Society’s commem-

orative coin series now 

available. 
 

One side of the coin de-

picts a patriot riding 

horseback, with the in-

scription “We the People 1776

-2026,” while the flip side fea-
tures Walker’s Grape Juice 

building, which was heralded as 

the “Largest Grape Juice Plant 

in the World, 1909-1911.” It 

was the predecessor of 

Welch’s. 
This year’s coin, the second in 

the commemorative series 
launched a year ago by the his-

torical society, is a 2-inch die 

cast with an antique silver finish 

with three-dimensional sculpting 

on both front and back.  
 

The “Lady in the Park,” the 

signature feature in Gibson 

  New commemorative coin honors America’s birthday 

All-electric locomotive at rail museum 

By Glenn Luebke 
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June 5 to December 5 
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Saturdays 
1 to 4 p.m. 
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to northeasthistoricalso-
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Little Joe, a 247-ton electric locomotive built in 
Erie by General Electric in 1949, sits on Lake Shore 
Railway Historical Society siding on the east end of 
the museum. 
This locomotive was built as part of an originally 
planned contract for 100 similar units. A total of 
20 ended up being built as rare examples of all-
electric locomotives. Using overhead power lines 
rated up to 3000 volts, 
this locomotive could 
generate over 5,000 
horsepower. 
Originally designed in 
1946 for Joseph Stalin’s 
Russia, Little Joe was des-
tined for the Soviet Un-
ion’s Trans-Siberian Rail-
way. But in 1948, America 
and the Soviet Union 
were locked in the Cold 
War, so the U.S. State 

Department stopped the sale. 
General Electric then re-gauged the units for use 
on U.S. railways and three were sold to the South 
Shore Line in Illinois and 12 to the Milwaukee 
Road for a line crossing the Rocky Mountains. The 
Paulistra Railway in Brazil also purchased five. 
The locomotive at the historical society’s museum 
is believed to be one of only three known to still 

exist; there is one report of 
just a shell of a Little Joe 
currently in Brazil. The 
North American units were 
retired in 1983. 
Identical cabs located at 

each end of this locomo-

tive are a unique feature of 

Little Joe. Take a short trip 

up to the railway museum 

and check out this unique 

piece of history. 

June 2026 



As early as 1897, the Pennsylvania Popula-

tion Company surveyed what came to be 

Main Street and laid out 12 lots on the 

northside and 13 on the south. A man 

named Gibson, believed to be a wealthy 

Eastern land speculator, purchased and do-

nated the land that became our park. 
 
Due to title disputes between early bird 

settlers and the population company, lots 

were slow to sell. It was 1811 before Main 

Street began to look like a village. 
 
The post office was called Burgettstown in 

1813. In 1819, it was changed to Gibsonville. 

Burgett was a tavern owner and the town 

was becoming “respectable.” In 1834, when 

the town became a borough, the name was 

changed to North East. 
 
Until after the Civil War, the park was a 

grazing area for sheep, cows, horses and 

swine. The trees had long been cut down 

for firewood. The Presbyterians built a 

church in the south end in 1822, and the 

Methodists had a church in the northeast 

corner. 
 
In 1850, the borough’s population of 387 

was centered around the park and extended 

along Main Street and Portage Street, later 

Railroad Street and eventually Lake Street. 
 
The coming of the railroad in the mid-1850s 

triggered an increase in population so that it 

more than doubled to 852 in 1860 and grew 

further to 1,396 in 1880. With the increase, 

council decided the park needed attention 

and provided protection. Mr. Selkregg was 

hired at a dollar a day to fill the park with 

shade trees. A white fence encircled the 

park by Oct. 2, 1871, and playing baseball 

was prohibited. 
 
A fine, new bandstand was erected and 

council warned of fines and imprisonment 

for anyone damaging or defacing it. It seems 

that townspeople were reluctant to give up 

grazing rights to council, so council moved 

in 1877 to forbid horses, sheep or swine 

from running at large, and on Feb. 26, 1877, 

an ordinance prohibited the hitching of 

horses to the park fence, shade trees, bush-

es or lampposts. 
 
About 1865, the Presbyterians erected a big, 

new brick church on their present location. 

Their original frame church was relocated 

and became the North East Cider Mill’s 

main building. The Methodists also vacated 

the park for their present location. 
 
Until 1885, there was a town pump at the 
southeast corner. This became a town foun-

tain soon after water lines were installed in 

1885. Town ladies raised money for a cen-

tral fountain and statue in 1866, but work 

was delayed until 1890 due to an apparent 

dispute about procedures with council. Iron 

benches were included when all was com-

pleted in 1890. Sidewalks were also added. 
 
The cannon was placed there by 1890. On 

May 30, 1911, Civil War statues were dedi-

cated with band music, singing and speeches. 

The North East Breeze carried a four-

column picture of the statues and lengthy 

accounts of the affair. 
 
Pierce & Huntley, local monument makers, 

built the huge foundation which is five feet 

deep. The Daughters of the American Revo-

lution had many members in 1911 and were 

prominent in the dedication. 
 
In 1919, a Great War monument was placed 

at the southwest corner of the park. In the 

due course, World War II, Korean and Vi-

etnam memorials were added. 
 
Over the decades, the park was the scene of 

many July 4th celebrations and Memorial Day 

observances and other special occasions 

such as dedication of Lake Shore Seminary 

in 1869. Countless band concerts there have 

been enjoyed. 
 
When the Community Fair began the park 

was used for displays and booths. Likewise, 

when the firemen began their October car-

nival the streets surrounding the park were 

occupied by booths and blocked to traffic. 

The American Legion Post 105, too, joined 

in many of the carnivals. 
 
Many towns do not have public parks. 

North East was fortunate that Mr. Gibson 

gave us one and it is fitting that a street as 

well as the park are named for him. 
 

Editor’s note: In each newsletter we will revisit “Old Days in North East,” a popular column written by well-known historian 

Ralph Hartley and published in The North East Breeze over 30 years ago. A 1933 graduate of Penn State, Hartley was a World 

War II veteran and established the R.L. Hartley Insurance Agency. These columns can be found at the historical museum. 

 

Thank you to   
our  Sponsors  

 
North East Chiropractic Center 
Hometown Veterinary Hospital 

State Farm/Bob Martin 
North East Welch Federal Credit Union 

The Traveler’s Village 
William D. Elkin Funeral Home 

Ray Wakley’s Car Care & RV Center 
Tia Book Cellar 

 

 
 

O’Leary Dental Offices 
Ridg-U-Rak, Inc. 
4 N.I.N.E. Place 

 

 
Calendar of Events 

 

Museum Opening 
Friday, June 5 

4:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Board of Directors 
Meeting 

Tuesday, June 16  
6 p.m. 

 

 
Editors 

Roger Coda 
Karen Jendruczak 

“How our Gibson Park evolved as North East grew in the 1800s” 



From time to time, you may reflect on how North East got its name. 

You may reflect on who came first, who settled here, and maybe even 

why? These invasive thoughts of wonder bring names to mind such as 

Gibson, McCord, and others. They may lead to thoughts of even road 

names like Shadduck, Gay, and even Hirtzel. You may naturally won-

der, “what did those people do?”   

 

My personal thoughts lead 

me to ask, “Why 

Waynehurst?” Why did a 
sign hang prominently on 

the family home belonging 

to the Hirtzels? So, I set out 

on a journey. To my won-

der, I discovered many 

things, but the most im-

portant was this: as the fab-

ric of this town was being 

woven, there were many, 

many people and families 

that touched the land here 

that no one will ever know. 

Although their story has 

never been heard, they ex-

isted and were pivotal in the creation of what you love and they exist-

ed and enjoyed the town that in some way touches you.   

 

I started with the house with a sign hung that read Waynehurst. So, I 

took out my vintage postcard from my personal collection, packed it to 

go, and set out to 1740 Hirtzel Road. When I arrived, there was a 

woman outside, so I got out and my journey began. As I asked ques-

tions, some answers brought satisfaction and others began a “to do” 

list in my mind.   

 

I began deed research. Maybe it wasn’t Waynehurst. Maybe it was 

Wayne Hurst.  After all, George and Henry Hurst were two of the 

early first settlers. The family tree revealed he was not a descendant at 

all.  This took me to the postcard labeled “Waynehurst Park.” It is a 

trolley postcard displaying its journey to a place of wonder. Where 

was this Waynehurst Park?   

 

The woman explained it as a place of the past, over the hill where 

families picnicked under a pavilion.  The Lake Erie Traction Company 

trolley traveled through the park, up out of the gulf, and past the Hirt-

zel’s brick home. The historic brick revival home is located in the tract 

of land known as 166.  

 

There were many inhabitants in this tract throughout time. In 1909, 

Charles and Bertha Hirtzel made the journey from Warren, PA, to 

purchase their dream home after having wed in January of 1905. The 

land was being settled by people with names like Peer, Alexander, 

Averill, Janes, and Jackson. They brought oxen and plows to work 

the land. They brought skills like carpentry, wagon making, and 

knowledge of milling. 

My research led me to a name, William Randall. I read a small blip 

on an envelope stating, “William Randall built the home.”  On the 

1850 census for Ripley, NY, 

William and his wife, Polly, 

resided there with four chil-

dren. His profession listed 
him as a wheelwright. On 

Ripley’s next five-year census 

for 1855, their family had 

grown, adding two additional 

children but his profession 

was now “wagon maker.” I 

thought nothing of this dis-

covery and proceeded on. 

 

The trolley became the fo-

cus, wondering if the Lake 

Erie Traction Company gave 

Waynehurst its name as they 

frequently did for tourist 

stops. After all, Chautauqua had stops like Greenhurst and Elmhurst.  

Then after exhausting all other leads, I picked up a dictionary. 

 

I looked up the meaning of Wayne and could not believe my eyes! It 

stated, “wagon maker.”  Immediately, I looked up “Hurst.” The dic-

tionary gave me exactly what I hoped for. It read, “grove eminence, 

a high grounded area, and elevation.”  Together they explained the 

mystery of a sign that named this place and this home.  

 

I had visions of this masterful wood maker carving his sign, building 

wagons, and laying each brick of his family’s new home. In 1859, 

William Randall and his family had 59 acres transferred to them in 

North East on nearby land. By 1865, the home was built and Wil-

liam took over 100 acres of land that the brick home was founded 

upon. You now knew where to get your wagon and Waynehurst 

became a direction. 

 

Little did he know the lives of all who would be touched. Thoughts 

of trolley rides through Waynehurst and riding past his home 41 

years later, thoughts of the farm’s fruit that would feed future fami-

lies, thoughts of the joy gazing upon the craftsmanship of those early 

settlers’ labors of love, thoughts of picnic joy brought to many on a 

cool summer breeze along 20 Mile Creek, and thoughts about histo-

ry club students learning about their past. So, the next time you ride 

along Hirtzel Road on a summer day, maybe pause and reflect on 

our town’s history. 

The History of Waynehurst 

by Nanci J. Haibach 



The annual meeting of the 
North East Historical Society 
revisited a 19th century arche-
ological discovery near Twen-
ty-Mile Creek as well as the 
organization’s activities dur-
ing the past year. 
 
Area historian Christine Lor-
raine Morgan retraced her 
investigation into the discov-
ery of human skeletal re-
mains of “immense size” that 
were reportedly found on the 
J.H. Porter farm in 1885. Over 
100 skeletons as tall as 10 
feet were discovered, accord-
ing to documents examined 
by Ms. Morgan. 
 
A YouTube video, “When Gi-
ants Roamed North East: 
Christine’s Chronicles,” that 
retraced the search undertak-

en by Morgan and historical 
society board member Nanci 
Haibach in early 2026 for the 
cave where the bones were 
reportedly discovered, was 
shown. Morgan referenced 
David Cusick’s “Sketches of 
Ancient History of the Six Na-
tions,” a book written in the 
1800s that documented large 
human skeletons. 
 
Over-size skeletons were also 
found in excavation sites in 
what were the outskirts of 
the city of Erie in the early 
19th century, according to 
Morgan, recipient of the 2025 
Media Award from the Hagen 
History Center in Erie and a 
member of the Lawrence 
Park Historical Society. 
A PowerPoint presentation by 
historical society president 

Glenn Luebke outlined nu-
merous accomplishments and 
featured attractions of the 
organization in 2025. Among 
them were the launch of a 
commemorative coin series, 
publication of the “Lost North 
East” 2025 calendar, the dis-
play of the fire department’s 
antique hand-drawn hose 
cart in the museum, collabo-
ration with Fuller Hose Co. on 
the “Way Back Wednesday” 
series and support of the  
North East Cemetery chapel 
restoration.  
 
Mr. Luebke also presented 
photographs taken by Edwin 
and Bill Selkregg from 1957 
through 1994 that chronicle 
the North East Fire Depart-
ment. Scenes depicted Cherry 
Festival parades and major 

fires at the former St. Mary’s 
Seminary and North East 
Hardware building. Photos 
were posted on Facebook by 
board member Kira Newara. 
 
It was also announced that 
the sidewalk compass that 
was in front of the former 
National Bank of North East 
building for decades will be 
relocated to the sidewalk in 
front of the society’s Vine 
Street museum. Also noted 
was the society’s newsletter 
being be published quarterly 
and sent to all members. (The 
next issue will be sent in 
June.) 
 
Board member Chas Wagner 

announced an upcoming tour 

of the Grimshaw ruins. 

 Members learn about archeological search; 2025 activities revisited 
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What businesses were advertising in spring of 1989 
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